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F uneral services for Thaddeus Alto Tatum, Jr., 91, of Longview will be 2 PM

Monday, February 2, 2004 at the First Presbyterian Church with Dr. W. D. O?
Neal and Rev. Jonathan Jehorek officiating. Entombment in Rosewood Park

Mausoleum will follow under direction of Rader Funeral Home.

Alto was born February 19, 1912 in Morgan, Texas and died Thursday, January 29,
2004 in his home. He was the only child of Thaddeus Alto Tatum, Sr., a Baptist

minister, and Bettie Walston both of Shilo, North Carolina. When he was a young
boy the family moved to Ft. Worth, Texas, where his father continued his ministry.

Alto was educated in Ft. Worth where he received both his bachelor and masters

degrees from Texas Christian University. During his tenure there, he played trumpet
in the TCU Band, the TCU Orchestra, and the ROTC band. He served as the assistant

band director for the TCU band from 1930 to 1934. In his early career, Alto played
trumpet professionally with the Ft. Worth Symphony, the Ft. Worth Fat Stock Show

Band, and throughout the Dallas-Ft. Worth area.

Alto began his band directing career in 1935 when he organized one of the first band
programs in Upshur County at East Mountain, near Gilmer. In 1936, he became band

director in Gladewater where he developed the band into one of the best in the state.
In 1939, the Gladewater High School Band was invited to perform at the Worlds Fair

in New York City. During his thirteen years as band director, the Gladewater High
School Band was named the Texas Lion?s Club Official Band, representing the State

of Texas at three Lion?s Club International Conventions, winning first place in 1948.

In August of 1948, Alto left the band directing field and began a retail band
instrument business, Tatum Music Co. in Longview, TX. Alto Tatum is well-known in

the music industry and among band directors, as a person who worked hard to
promote band programs. He is recognized in East Texas as one of the most

outstanding band directors and clinicians as well as a music dealer, teacher, counselor
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and friend. That dedication and love of music has been recognized by his peers in

numerous awards including induction into the Texas Band Masters Hall of Fame and
the Texas Christian University Band Hall of Fame. In 1981 Alto received the

Outstanding Contributor Award for the Alpha Chapter of Phi Beta Mu for his
contribution to music education. His contribution to the community is reflected by

the display of his band director?s uniform at the East Texas Oil Museum in Kilgore

and mementoes of his Gladewater days housed in the Gladewater Museum.
Alto was a member, elder and trustee of First Presbyterian Church of Longview and a

member of the Lion?s Club. He had a love for history and genealogy and traveled the
world extensively pursuing these passions. He was a member of Sons of the

American Revolution, Sons of the Confederacy and the Jamestown Society.

He is survived by his wife of 60 years, Margaret Eugenia Wright Tatum of Longview;
his daughter, Judith Wright Tatum Cabeen and husband, Clayton Frederick, Jr. of

Beaumont; his son, Thaddeus Alto Tatum, III and wife, Lisa Carol Tarrant of Plano,
TX; Four Grandchildren, William Robert Schrader, Jr. of Bay City, TX, Clayton Alto

Cabeen and Adrienne Eugenia Cabeen of Beaumont, and William Thomas Tatum of

Plano; and one Great Granddaughter, Meagan Taylor Schrader.
Pallbearers will be Neil Grant, Stanley Walker, Jim Sinkule, David Harper, Doice

Grant, John Morgan, Orville Kelly and Leo Stevens.
Honorary Pallbearers include Carroll Colvert and all East Texas Band Directors.

The family will receive friends at the funeral home Sunday afternoon, February 1,
2004 from 4 to 6 PM.

Memorial contributions may be made to Greater Hospice of Texas, Inc., P. O. Box

9725, Longview, TX 75608 or to the American Cancer Society, 1301 S. Broadway,
Tyler, TX 75701
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Anonymous posted:

I was so sorry to hear about Alto.My thoughts and prayers are with you Margaret and your

family.##imported-begin##Mary Jane Allan##imported-end##

February 11 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

He gave me the opportunity to be in the band. Dulene Dollins Anstine Gladewater High School

Class of 1944##imported-begin##Dulene Dollins Anstine##imported-end##

February 4 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

Your family is in my prayers.##imported-begin##Kaye Drumm##imported-end##

February 3 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

My prayers go out to the Tatum family. Mr. Tatum hired me at the store for my first job and has

been an influence on my life both as a Christian and a musician ever since. He lives on in a legacy

of educators who are forever changed because of him.##imported-begin##John

Nutt##imported-end##

February 2 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

To The Family of Mr. TatumMy Sympathy and Prayers are with you today. I know that Mr. Tatum

lived a long and memorable life, but there is never a time to be prepared for days like

today.##imported-begin##Don J. Manning##imported-end##

February 1 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

GHS CLASS OF 49MY PRAYERS ARE WITH YOU.ELEANOR##imported-begin##ELEANOR WILSON

ABNEY##imported-end##

January 31 at 7:00 PM
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Anonymous posted:

My deepest sympathy to the family of Mr. Tatum. He is the forefather of the band directing

industry and we were lucky to have him.##imported-begin##Jeff Settle##imported-end##

January 31 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

My sympathies are extended to your family during this time. It was on honor to know Mr. Tatum,

and to be blessed by his business. Thank you for loving my family. Heaven needed a great

trumpet player!##imported-begin##Ben Shelton##imported-end##

January 31 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

With sincere sympathy to your family during this difficult time. I will always remember and treasure

my years in the high school band when Mr. Tatum would work with us before concert contest. We

were very lucky to have Mr. Tatum.##imported-begin##Tom Reardon, Jr.##imported-end##

January 31 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

Thoughts & prayers with the Family.I did not know Mr. Tatum but recallbuying an instrument from

him for aGrand child in the Band. As I read about your loved One, I thought of all the many, many

people he touched and thank God for the blessings your loved one was. God's richest blesings

wished for you now.##imported-begin##MillieHarper##imported-end##

January 31 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

##imported-begin##Joe Woodson##imported-end##

January 31 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

We send our love and sincere sympathy.##imported-begin##Jack & Zia Miller##imported-end##

January 30 at 7:00 PM
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Anonymous posted:

Our deepest sympathy to your family during this troubling time in your life.##imported-

begin##Mrs. Dot Maxwell & Family##imported-end##

January 30 at 7:00 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Thaddeus by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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